_— 


' 


e 


* thanksgiving, and pay his vows to the most High.” 








Chuiberzalist Magazine. 











————— 





_ 





eS -- 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, BY H. & A. BOWEN, NO. 10, CONGRESS-S 


ee 





TREET....PRICE $2,50 PER ANNUM,—$2, IF PAID IN ADVANCE. 











OO ———— om 





BOSTON, SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 1824. 





VOL. V. 





NO, 28. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


4 SERMON. 
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(Concluded. ) 





« Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows 
unto the Most High.”—Psalms 1. 14. 


Although I have not recounted to you minutely the 
history of events which led to American independence ; 
although I have not particularised the hardships, and 
horrors of our revolution; yet the general] survey we 
have taken of the rise of our nation from the power o 
oppression, and the blessings that now are ours, is 
enough to awaken in the breast of every true Awer- 

-an, the spirit of thanksgiving. We are blessed 
not only by an enjoyment of our civil privileges, but 
also our religious privileges ; we can come into the 
house of God and here, “ offer unto God thanksgiving 
and pay our vows to the Most High,” as our own con- 
sciences would dictate. and there are none to molest. 
Our teachers are of our own choosing, An Alcoran 
contains not our faith, we bow not to an Hindoo idol, 
we worship not man; but we * pay our vows to the 
Most High.’ The clergy are not our lawgivers; no ia- 
quisition compels us to receive their dogmas, and sup- 
port their craft; we can disregard their creeds, and 


testify in the vame of Jesus, fearing not those horrid | 


persecutions, which have darkened the history of the 
eastern world. 

2. Brethren, heaven smiles on our nation, While 
ihe genius of liberty is swinging her banner over 
our land, and causing the voice of joy to be heard 
in our borders, let us turn our wondering eyes to the 
surpassing glory of the liberty of Jesus, whereby we 
are made * free indeed.’> Here we enjoy an invalua- 
ble treasure, which the Pagan, the Hindoo, the scep- 
tic, and bigot, know not. The Son of Righteousness 
has arisen with healing in his wings; His advent on 
earth was announced by the voice of angels, saying, 
“peace on earth and good will towards men.” He 
comes to us arrayed in the goodness of the Majesty of 
heaven. It is by him we learn the attributes of Jeho- 
vah. It is by him the children of earth are made ac- 


quainted with the love of their father God.—While | shall know it. How different the death of the unbe- | 


gether lovely, and the chiefest among ten shousand.— 
Instead of the good works he performed, he would have 
manifested cruelty, and executed the work of hatred. 
Instead of opening the blinded eyes, and unstopping 
the deaf ears, he would have closed the eyes and ears 
of men; instead of giving utterance to the dumb, he 
would have locked the organs of speech in perpetual 
silence ; instead of healing the sick, cleansing the lep- 
er, and casting out devils, he would have promoted 
these evils among men; instead of instructing men in 
those words which are spirit and life, he would have 
sought to have corrupted their affections, and vitiated 
their appetites,by doctrines the most demoralizing. But 
the life of Jesus at all times displayed tenderness, com- 
passion and love ; he was eyes for the blind, ears for 
the deaf, feet forthe maimed, health for the diseased, 
| and life for the dead. ‘* In Christ shall all be made 
alive. He must reign until he hath put all enemics un- 
'der his feet.’ Although sin and tramsgression now 
lead into captivity and misery the children of men, 
yet the all-atoning blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. 
* He is the propitiation for the sins of the whole world.’ 
| It is declared by Isaiah and the chief Apostie of the 
, Gentiles, that Christ *‘ is the salvation of God unto the 
ends of the earth.» The testimony of Christ and the 
| glad tidings of his gospel, are ‘* worthy of being pro- 
claimed from the throne of Heaven, with the trumpet 
of God! and thrice worthy of being earnestly declare- 
| ed by every witness of Jesus, and solemnly preached 
from every sacred desk throughout the earth.” 

Christian hearers, do you see how thankful we should 
be to the Power of heaven, for the gift of Him who di- 
| ed for our sins? Not only has he pointed to us the way 
of life and peace, but he ** has brought life and immor- 
tality fo ghi.”’ Hear this, O dying man; and * offer 
unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the 
most High.” 

The sceptic may tell us, the christian religion is all 
an imposition, a fable devised by the deceivers of this 
world. An imposition! Would to heaven all the 
kindreds of the earth were imposed upon by it! How 
sweet the deception! It is the source of our greatest 
joy. We can calmly lie down in the valley of death 
with the christian hope, believing that our spirits will 
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with beams effulgent. Can we not with the eye of 
faith, gaze on the blissful regions of immortality, and 
feelingly say, ** Behold, my Redeemer liveth !-——1! 
shall live also!” Does not contemplation carry_our 
thoughts far beyond the perturbed billows of death, 
to the paradise of God made radiant by the cheering 
rays of the Sun of Righteousness? Will not this invit- 
ing theme, call forth anthems of praise from every heart? 
Will not the youth, the middle aged, and the venera- 
ble sire with frosty locks, bow before the altar of ador- 
ation, and ‘“ offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay their 
vows to the most High?’ 

Who is there so deeply buried in ingratitude, so dead 
to a sense of kindnessess received, whose heart does 
not expand with joy, gratitude, and love while con- 
templating the glories of him who said, * And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me ?”? 

Our national privileges are most dependant, on the 
prosperity of christianity in our land. Nations and 
kingdoms have been subverted for the want of the 
counsels here given us. Look to nations unblest with 
the christian religion, aud compare them with those 
who live under its guidance, and smiles, and we are 
taught the blessings it brings to the humanrace. Civ- 
ilization, learning, and good government, are depend- 
aut on those principles either recognized or asserted 
by christianity. 

Slavery is the legitimate offspring of national wick- 
edness and ignorance. Christianity is the only reme- 
dy for these evils and their consequences. Would we 
again feel the yoke of national bondagé, abandon the 
cause of the christian religion, and neglect her pre- 
cepts; but would we be free indeed, we must obey 
the injunctions of St. Paul to the Galatians ; ** Stand 
fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled aguin with the 
yoke of bondage.” In short Christianity smooths the 
rugged and thorny path of life, discipates the troubles 
of time by future prospects of glory. It makes life a 
pleasure, and death, an hour of joy. It is altogether 
worthy of God its Author, who directs all things for 
the good of his creatures. There are numberless oth- 
er blessings of secondary importance to those already 














, this a deception, is death a perpetual sleep ; we newer 


pass to the enjoyment of happy immortality. But is! 


named, which combine in rendering thanksgiving our 
| highest privilege, and reasonable ser 
In the character of husbandmen the ‘inost*of you of- 


Heathens hasten to their idols; while infidels indulge liever! When the king of terrors stares him in the | ficiate, and great are the incentives, for you, to be 
in their ridicule, and limit their hopes to this imperfect | face, what must be his inward reflections! In a few grateful. When the morning gilds the western heights 


world; the christian can enter the sanctuary with a 
truly grateful heart, with cheerfulness stamped on his 
countenance, with hopes full of life and immortality, 
contemplating redeeming grace, and * offer unto God 


When all men had departed from the way of life, 
and were dead in trespasses and sins, the immaculate 
Jesus, commissioned from on high, entered our benight- 
ed world with the life-giving gospel of divine peace.— 
When we were like sheep gone astray, the Lamb of 


God came to seek and save that which was lost. ‘If we 


senseless as the clod that shall cover my grave! 


tal frame, to tell that I have once lived, and to com- 
mune with kindred spiri+s in words beyond the tomb! 


moments more, and all that is left of me, shall be as with the beams of the mouarch of day, you walk forth 
No | breathing the pure zephyrs of heaven; and asyou ad- 


vital principle will survive the dissolution of this mor- | vauce, every surrounding object in natdre affords new 


subjects for meditation, instruction and delight, The 
labors you perform enable you to feast on the bounties 


Were this a truth, how blest are we in not knowing it !! of earth with greater satisfaction, and when the cur- 
But let us not mar the joy of this occasion by calling! tains of night call you from the employments of the 
into mind the horrors of deluded fancies; we mention! field, the fatigues of the day render sleep inviting, and 
things which we are persuaded are false, in order that! balmy is your repose. Where the most is enjoyed, 
we may more highly value the goodness of God in mak- _gteater are the obligations for thanksgiving. 

ing known to us things so very important, asarevela-| ‘The year, which will soon close, has been replete 





Contemplate the blessed Jesus who manifested God in 
the flesh, from his birth in Bethlehem, until the time 
of his expiring on Calvary's mount, his life on earth, 
Will unfold to us such manifestations of unparalleled 
love, as can scarcely fail to excite wonder, adoration, 
and praise. Were the Father of universal nature that 


implacable foe to the creatures of bis power which he 
has so frequently beeu represented to be, it is not to be 


tion of our future existence, and future good. Since with incontestible proofs of the regard, love, and bene- 
autumn’s sun last declined on the many mantles of win- | ficence of heaven's Almighty King. Not ouly have our 
ter, some of our friends have bade ws adieu, no more to civil, political, and religious institutions, aud rights 
cheer our earthly society ;—take from us the chrige becn preserved to us, but agriculture, and useful arts 
tian faith, and we are robbed of the staff of consofatio band scieuces ure flourishing. Our national character 
and must sorrow as those who have no hope. Dut, O- is the admiration of the world. Our rulers “ go forth 
look to that truth which is as a light to our fcet, aida fiom the midst of us ;” they govern with wisdom, cou 


lamp to our paths! It dispels the gloom of the sha- sulting the interest of their constituents. Our yeo- 





“Upposed that Christ Jesus, his image, would be alto- 


dow of death, and enlightens the horrizon of,eternity muauty are industrious und frugal. No wasting pestis 
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lence has caused the cries of mourning to resound in our 
habitations, but in general the subordinate blessings of 
life have been cheered by the mild and genfle ra- 
diance cfhealth and peace. Surely we can say, ** Our 
lot is fallen in pleasant places. Bless the Lerd, O my) 
soul, and forget not all his benefits, nor all his wonder- 
ous works. Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy 
vows unio the Most High.” 
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the music of birds in our groves ?—We* may live con- | ‘The gracious Being who formed us re 








tented any where, if we change our pleasures © ith our 
abode. We find our account in this world in the study 
of nature—It directs our thoughts to Him who is the 
great Author of it-Our senses meet with their delights, 
and who ever is capable of moderation, will have fall 
enough to content him. 

The most cruel tyrants can find no dungeon for our 
soul ; they cannot be the masters of it any further than 
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EXTRACT FROM PETITPIERE. 


That the Supreme Being is perfecily good, is so im- 
portant a truth, that the whole of religion depends on 
it. When Iam assured that Goodness is the Origin, 
and happiness the Object of all the dealings of God, 
both towards myself and every other creature, my soul 
feels its anchor of hope to be sure and stedfast.— 
‘Though His ways should be in the deep, and his paths 
~ the mighty waters,—though the severest affliction 
sould be my portion,—all this shall not impair my 
confidence in Him. I will never, by a moment’s dis- 
trust, dishonor that Being who has graciously com- 
znanded me fo cast all my care on him, because he car- 
eth for me. 

But if 1 indulge any doubts of this truth, or admit 
any doctrine incompatible with it, I lose my assurance, 
and with that, all my comfort. Religion ther pre- 
sents nothing to my mind but terror and destruction.— 
‘The prospect of futurity fills me with alarm, and the 
thought of immortality distracts me. The Infinite Je- 
hovah appears no longer amiable or lovely ; and every 
pious sentiment expires within me, when I can no 
longer love him. Should the benevolence and sympa- 
thy, which are jnnate in the human mind, survive, 
they could, alas, only aggravate my misery! So cer- 
tain is it that the whole of religion depends on the doc- 
trine of the infinite goodness of God. 

And if this is the case, it follows, that every doctrine 
incompatible with goodness is not only false, but also 
pernicious to the lastdegree. * * * * * * * * # * 

Let not mankind, then, allow themselves te suppress 
this truth, on account of an apprehension that it will 
beaktused. This would be tacitly to deny that it is 
the will of God that all men should come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth ; and virtually to assert that ignor- 
ance and error are the better means for conducting 
some men to salvation. It wouldalso necessarily sup- 
pose that the proper way to inspire mankind with affec- 
tion for their Creator, is by representing Him to them 
as a Being infinitely cruel ! 

But lest sinners should abuse this truth, so little un- 
derstood, it is necessary that it be rightly explained to 
them ; so that they shall not abandon themselves to 
fatal delusions respecting either the severity or forbear- 
ance of God. O God! Thou Being supremely good! 
cause the precious light of thy truth to illuminate all 
hearts, that they may be filled with thy love and thy 
peace; and for this purpose, do thou open the lips of 
thy ministers, shat they may shew forth thy praise.— 
Amen. 
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EXTRACT, 
[Concluded from our last. } 


Whether necessity or inclination has placed us in a 
secluded life, let us forbear admiring the labors of men, 
to contemplate the works of the great Creator—Let us 
remove our thoughts from the pride and pomp of a 
court, and innocently enjoy the delights we find-in sol- 
itude. The heavens, the sun, the stars, the elements, 
have they not beauties to satisfy the mind that con- 
templates them? The wastes of plains, the course of 
rivers, the meads, the flowcrs, the rivulets, have they 


we are willing to serve them ; their chains cannot bind 
it, and in whatever place the body be shut up, the soul 
never changes its place or dwelling. 
find contentment in the meaness hovel, if we will 
only endeavor to make ourselves so. Let the man of 
a firm health not account himself happy only in the 
enjoyment of this good, but may the thoughts of suffer- 
ing nothing among so many calamitous objects which 
are about him make him yet more content; let him 
enjoy himself not only from the good circumstances that 
are his lot, but from the evils too, which do not befall 
him—May the pleasures he tastes, and the pain he suf- 
fers not, afford him equal satisfaction. 

In reality, however innocent they may appear, ex- 
cesses are ever criminal, and produce not only infamy, 
but sickness and pain ?—~a man who loses his reputa- 
tion by a debauch, very often loses his heath too, and 
wounds his constitution no less than his honor. It be- 
comes every man to live with restriction—Pleasure is 
the view of our actions, and although we pursue differ- 
ent plans, we aim at the same point—Let every one 
live as is most agreeable to his innocent inclinations 
and enjoy all the delights that offer, when they are 
consistent with the principles of conscience and honor. 
It is preposterous for any one to expect to be truly hap- 
py in this world, unless he is truly pious ; he who aims 
to be happy with all his earthly possessions if he possess 
not religion, he is indeed a miserable inhabitant of 
what he is pleased to call a ** miserable worid.""— 
True happiness is not to be found in the excesses of 
wine, nor in the largest prodigalities of fortune. He 
who would perfectly know himself, jet him set aside 
his money, his fortune, his dignity, and examine him- 
seli naked. It is dangerous for a man too suddenly or 
too easily to believe himself, wherefore let us examine, 
watch, observe and suspect our own heart. We 
should every night call ourselves toan account—what 
infirmities have I mastered to day? or what passion 
opposed ? what temptation resisted ? what virtue ac- 
quired? Our vices will abate of themselves, if they 
are brought every day tothe shift. What can be more 
reasonable than this daily review of a life that we can- 
not warrant for a moment? there is'a great variety in 
our lives, but all tends to the same issue.—Nature may 
use her own bodies as she pleases, but a good man has 
this consolation that nothing perishes which he can call 
hisown. We are born to lose and to perish; to hope 
and to fear; to vex ourselves and others; and there is 


no antidote against a common calamity but religion 
and virtue. 


We find implanted in our minds many virtuous and 
kind affections which are overlooked in the hurry of 
life, and which it is our duty to cherish with the ut- 
most care and diligence—he who examines his own 
heart with attention, will see that it is not a sterile soil ; 
the more he becomes acquainted with his weakness 
and strength, the more he will see the necessity of ex- 
erting the one to assist the other; and with an humble 
heart, contemplate his own dignity and importance, as 
a being formed for happiness and immortality. When 
he exalts his views to the nobler powers of reason, un- 
derstanding and judgment, and examine their strength 
and extent, the prospect becomes more pleasing —he 
then sees that he is a compound of terrestial and ce- 
lestial natures, that his present imperfection arises 
from his connexion with this world, a connexion that 
will soon be brokén,—and that, when released from 
the imprisonment and influénce of these elements, he 
will shine forth in all his dignity as au immortal crea- 





not charms to enchant the eye? Do we ever want 


ture of God. 





Thus we may, 










| quires nosey. 
vice at our hands, but what will tend to vey 


romote 
prescat good. * Godliness is profitable tein things 


, by living in conformity to its rules we escape map 
| by tg y 
evils, and are preserved in virtue and innocence, We 
‘enjoy every gratification that can give delicht¢ 
; bd F. 
{scpable mind. 
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; ; 0a Tea. 
Were mankind Senerally influenced 


oy this noble principle, how happy then would be the 
state of human society,—they would then cease to be 
; miserable in a * miserable world.” The voice of dip. 
|cord would then be no longer heard. The Various 
ranks and classes of men would be copnected in the 
strongest and most pleasing band of union, + Righte- 
fousness und peace would kiss each other,’—and the 
present state of existence would be only a happy pre- 
lude to one still more exalted and glorious in the realms 
ef eternal day.” 
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PARTIALISM COMPARED WITH 
DIVINE GOODNESS, 


The partial doctrines, by which the doctors of the 
christian church have made void the. gespel, as the 
Scribes, Pharisees, and doctors of the Jewish Law 
made that void by their traditions, maintain that the 
designs of that grace, by which man is to obtain sal- 
vation, are limited to a few of the human fantily, 
while the many are forever excluded from having 
any partor lotin the blessed inheritance of eternal 
life. The advocates of those doctrines are confident 
that there are two classes of people im the world, the 
righteous and the wicked, and that the righteous alone 
are the subjects of the divine good will, by which they 
are encircled in the everlasting covenant of grace. 

Let all this stand as good sound divinity, on the one 
hand, while we bring up the di¥ine goodness, actual- 
ly displayed in creation aud providence onthe oth- 
er, by way of comparison. 

As to our natural constitution, it is granted that our 
| heavenly Father haz been impartially good. If we 
examine mankind, as to their moral and physical 
powers, we find nothing which expresses any design 
in the Creator to constitute two classes ; the one class 
'to consist of a few favorites, and the other of many 
jreprobates. When we first entcr into life we meet 
ithe goodness of God, which is so modified and admin- 
istered as to supply ail our necessities, and that with- 
our care or providing. This by no means corresponds 
with partialism. If our creator had possessed no love 
for only a few, how came he to implant such an ardent 
love in the bosoms of parents generally teward their 
(offspring? Moreover, a moral sense of right and 
| wrong seems to be given to all, by which all are invi- 
| ted to the enjoyments of well-doing, and to avoid 
transgression, by which they may shun its unhappy 
consequences, If the Creator had consulted the par- 
tial systems of men, in the moral constitutions of the 
human race, it seems that he would not have provid- 
ed for the happiness of all, by presenting them 
their moral constitutions, with all the means of moral 
felicity. The sun, whose cheering rays are universel- 
ly diffused, and whose kind influence is granted to all 
the inhabitants of the earth, seems to stand forth 29 
direct and perpetual evidence to contradict the doc 
trines of partialism. The same may be said of the 
air, the earth, and the water. For could they all 
speak in our own language, they would say that they 
know nothing of partial goodness. Indeed they do 
bear an intelligent testimony that the Lord is good @n- 


to all, and that his tender mercies are over all bas 
works. H. B. 
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** God sent not his fon in the world to condemn the 
World, but that the world through him might be say 


ed.” —John iil. 7. 
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APOSTOLICAL FATHERS. 


Messrs. Editors,—For the satisfaction of some of your 
readers, will yon be so good as to give your opinion of 
the following extracts frou: the Apostolical Fathers; 
and show how they are consistent with the principles 
inculcated in your paper? 

The first I shall take from the relation of the Martyr- 
dom of Polycarp. When he was brought to the place 
of his execution, the Proconsul, observing his firmness 
and constancy in view of the terrible sufferings that 
awaited him,said, ‘Seeing thou dispisest the wild beasts, 
I will cause thee to be devoured by fire, until thou 
shalt repent.’ Polycasp answered, ‘* Thou threaten- 
est me with fire which burns for an hour, and so is ex- 
tinguished ; but knowest not the fire of future judg- 
ment, and of that efernal punishment which is regerv- 
ed for the ungodly,” &c. 

In the Shepherd of St. Hermas, (Simititude VI.) we 
have the following: ** Hear,” says he, * All those 
sheep which thou sawest exceeding joyful, are such as 





have forever departed from God, and given themselves | 


up to the lusts of the present time. To these therefore. 
there is no return by repentance unto life,”? &c. 

In Similitude, IX. speaking of the obstinately wick- 
ed, it is said, —** Wherefore these are indced ordained 
unto death; but they who have known the Lord and 
have seen his wonderfal works, if they shall live wick- 
edly, they shall be doubly punished and shall die 
forever.” 

Azain, ** They who have believed of the first moun- 
tain which is black, are those who have revolted from 
the faith, and spoken wicked things against the Lord, 
and betrayed the servants of God: These are con- 
demned to death ; there is no repentance forthem,” &c. 

St. Barnabas, in his Catholic Epistle, says, ** But 
the way of darkuess is crooked and full of cursing; for it 
is the way of eternal death with punishment ; in which 
they that walk, meet with those things that destroy 
their own souls.” 

As I have been informed you deny the proper Deity 
of Christ ; I should be much pleased to learn your opin- 
ion with respect to the Epistles of St. Ignatius general- 
ly ; and particularly with respect to the following pas- 
sages: ‘* Wherefore, guard yourselves against such 
persons; and that you will do, if you are not puffed 
up, but continue inseparable from Jesus Christ our 
God,” &c. (Ep. to Trall’ns.) In the salutation pre- 
fixed to Ignatius’ Epistle to the Romans, the express- 
ion, “* Jesus Christ our God ;”? occurs twice ; and in 
the same epistle, we read, ‘“‘ Pray therefore unto 
Christ for me, that by these instruments I may be made 
the sacrifice of God.” The first sentence of his 
epistle to the Smyrnians is,—‘‘I glorify God, even 
Jesus Christ, who has given you such wisdom.” In 
the close of his epistle to Polycarp, he writes,—‘‘ [ wish 
you all happiness in our Ged, Jesus Christ,’ &c. 

lam well aware that the authenticity of many of 
those writings, from which I have taken the above ex 
tracts, has been called in question; yet it has hither- 
to appeared to me that the weight of evidence is in 
their favor. One thing is certain, that they have not 
wanted advocates of the greatest learning and ability; 
and on the supposition that they are genuine, the de- 
bree of authority which should be allowed thew in de- 

‘aiding religious controversy, is too obvious to need il- 
lustration. Canopvs. 





REMARKS. 


We think it would be unnecessary, or rather useless, 
“to shew how these extracts are consistent with the 
principles inculcated in our paper,” if, it were practica- 
ble; for we do not think either that the writings 
themselves, from which the extracts are taken, are of 
divine authority, or that they can be relied on, with 


any decree of confidence, as exhibiting an exact all 


J agreed that this is the genuine work of that Barnabas 


cimen of the doctrine which our Saviour and his Apos- 
-tles taught. 

It is true, if we reflect that the Authors of these writ- 
ings were christians who lived in, or near the time of the 
Apostles, and that most of them were personally ac- 
quainted with those inspired teachers, it seems reasou- 
able to suppose that they must have retained the gen- 
eral principles of christwanity ; but if we go further and | 
imagine that they learned aud retained the whole sys-| 
tem in its perfeetion, or even its general principles in | 
unalloyed purity, we shall certainly be disappointed 
when we come to examine their writings and compare 
them with the New-Testament. 

The first extract is from ** The Epistle of the Church 
of Smyrna,” or ** The account of the martyrdom of Po- 
lycarp.” This Epistle was written too long after the 
days of the Apostles, to be considered as any certain 
indication of the sentiments of the first christians.-The 
martyrdom of Polycarp did not take place, according 
to Bishop Pearson, who assigns it. an earlier date than 
other epclesiastical historians, till A. D. 147. Du Pin 
fixes it as lateas A. D. 167. Now, as this ‘ Epistle of 
| the Church of Smyrna’ must have been written after 
the martyrdom of which it gives an account, we will 
| suppose its date to be about A.D. 150. This is fifty 
years after the death of St. John; and eighty or ninety 
after the martyrdom of all the other Apostles who had 
any connexion with the churches in Asia Minor and 
Europe. No one needs to be told that in such a length 
of time, any religion, and especially a new one, may 
be greatly corrupted and changed, 

It is much to be doubted whether the words which 
the church of Smyrna represent Polycarp as uttering at 
the time of his torture, are not rather theirs than his.- 
Yor it was the uniform practice of the historians of that 
age to set off their narratives by forging a speech for 
their heroes in every interesting crisis. Take the 
whole of what Polycarp is represented as saying at his 
martyrdom, and one may @is@over a quaintness of 
thought and expression which betrays the work of a 
historian in his closet. 

The second, third, and fourth extracts are from the 
** Shepherd of Hermas.” This work is perhaps of 
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greater antiquity than the ‘ Fpistle of the Church of 
Smyrna ;° but it is uncertain who its author was. Du 
Pin says that, considering its antiquity, ‘* it might pos- 
sibly be writteu by that Hermas whom St. Paul men- 
tions at the end of his Epistle to the Romans ;” and 
Lardner thinks this probable. However, it has always 
been doubted, from the time of Eusebius to the present, 
whether ‘hat Hermas was the author. Moshiem says, 
that it was composed, in the second century, by one 
Hermas, brother to Pius, bishop of Rome. But who- 
ever ifs author was, its absurdity, or to use the term 
which Jerome applies to it, its nonsense, is so abundant | 
that it is now universally disregarded. Du Pin him- 
self, who certainly did not lack in veneration for the 
apostolical fathers, as they are called, says, that ‘* if 
we may judge by the method a¢cording to which it is 
written, and the things contained therein, it doth not 
seem to deserve much esteem.” 

It has been said that the date of this work cannot be 
later than A. D. 100. If this decision is correct, it 
proves that we ought not to place implicit confidence 
in the doctrinal writings of ‘tthe earliest uninspired 
christians. 

The next extract is from the “* Catholic Epistle of 
Barnabas.” [Ecclesiastical historians are, in general, 


who was the companion and fellow-laborer of St. 
Paul. Every christian, however, on reading it, must 
feel that it is unworthy of a man of his superior advan- 
tages; and Mosheim asserts, uniquivocally, that it was 











children, these things more fully : that Abraham, who 
was the first that brought in circumeision, looking for- 
ward in the spirit to Jesus, circumcised, having re- 
ceived the mystery of three letiers. For the scripture 
says that Abraham circumcised three hundred and eigh- 
‘een men of his house. But what therefore was the 
mystery that was made known to him? Mark first the 
cightecn, and then the three hundred. For the nume- 
rical letters of fen and eight are 1. H. and these denote 
.Jescs. And because the cross was that wherein we 
were to find grace, therefore he adds three hundred, 
the note of which is T, the figure of his cross. Where- 
fore, by two letters, he signified Jesus; and by the 
third, his cross) He who has put the engrafted word 
of his doctrine within us, knows that I never taught to 
any one a more certain truth, But I trust ye are wor- 
thy of it.” Can it be supposed that writings of this 
character afford a specimen of the Apostles? instruc- 
tions and way of thinking ? 

If Barnabas, the companion of Paul, wrote this epis- 
tle, and wrote it immediately after the destruction of 
Jerusalem as is generally supposed, it is a striking 
proof of the facility and readiness with which the ear- 
ly christians became ** corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ ;*? and it shews the folly of relying on 
the apostolical fathers as they are called, either as di- 
rect authority, or as examples of pure christianity. 

The remaining oxtracts are from the * Epistles of 
Ignatius.’” These, # genuine, were written about A. 
D. 107. They contain several indications of errone- 
ous sentiments. The writer seems to have thought 
that none would be raised at the resurrection, except 
those who should believe in Christ during the present 
life. See the Epistle to the Trallians, section 45th.— 
Also that to the Smyrnians, sections 2d and 7th. He 
seems to have entertained an opinion of the spiritual 
authority of bishops and presbyters, which savors too 
much of the papal doctrine, and is repugnant to that 
liberty with which Christ made. us free : ** he that does 
any thing without the bisheps and presbyters and dea- 
cons,”’ says he, ‘* is not pure in his conscience.” Ep. 
to the Trallians, sect. 7th. 

It is somewhat doubtful whether the ‘* Epistles of 
Ignatius ;” which we now have, are the uacorrupted 
copies of the original ; but admitting that they are, we 
do not receive them as proof of doctrine. 

If our friend * Candidus’ is a decided opposer cf the 
principles inculcated in our paper, it seems remarkable 
that he has not attempted to employ the Scripture 
against thent. Had he thought that the Scripture 
could have been made to answer his purpose, would 
he have thrown that aside, and resorted, as he has, to 
such wrings as we have described ?—Lditors. 
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MEANS BY WHICH CALVINISM BECAME 
ESTABLISHED. 

Sometime since we laid before our readers a speci- 
men * of the means used, at the period of th Refor- 
mation, for diffusing and establishing the CalPinistic 
doctrine. The following will present another spec® 
men: 

‘** All the protestant churches have been too ready 
to impose their own faith upon others, and to bind all 
their posterity to believe as they did. But the most 
remarkable public act of this kind occurs in the histo- 
ry of the protestant church in France. At the Synod, 
held in 1612, it was decreed that they who take holy 
orders, [i. e. enter into the ministry] shonld take this 
oath: ‘1, whose name is here under written, do receive 
and approve the Confession of b'aith of the Reformed 








not written by Barnabas, but by some Jew of mean 
abilities and superstitious attachment to Jewish fables. 
The larger part of it is visionary and foolish to an ex- 
traordinary degree. Take, for an example, the fol- 
lowing in the 9th section: “ Understand therefore, 








Churches in this kingdom ; and also promise to perse- 
vere in vf until death, and to BELIEVE and leach agree- 
ably thereunto.’—.” = Priestley’s Corruup. of Chris- 
tianily. Vol, di. p. 127. 


* The Oath imposed by the > ynod of alez, in 1620, 




















Th 





~ +o — 





"HE CARRIER’S ADDRESS 
TO THE PATRONS, 
OF THE 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


JANUARY 14, 1824. 


=e 
AN ACROSTIC, 


Never weary, never halting, 
Onward, Time, with swift career, 
W ings his flight with rapid motion, 


And completes the circling year— 
Boldly forward still he rushes, 

In the still unweari’d chace, 
Driving his impet’ous coursers, 
Ent’ring fresh the Annual Race. | 
Thus, old Time, his youth renewing, 
Hasteus with the rolling spheres, 


Fleeting, swiftly pass our moments, 
-And cut short our waning years. 
Infancy, and Youth, and Manhood, 
Through their sev’ral stages past, 
Hoary age, with threat’ning aspect, 


Fiobbling on, arrives at last. 
Onward then, with Faith inspiring, 
Press we, with our end in sight, 
Ever with gay Hope elated, 


Charity will guide us right. 

Happy we, kind Friends and Patrons, 
As we tread our weekly round, 
Reaping joy, and peace, and comfoit, 
In that field where grace abounds. 
To these fruits, whose grateful flavor, 
You, by your experience prove, 


To this rich, this royal banquet, 
Heawv’nly cheer, a feast of love, 
£ach and all, we bid you welcome, 
Satisfy, with ** Angel’s food,” 
Each benev’lent-fond desire ; 


“Taste and see, the Lord is good.” 
Heav’n, its blessings still dispensing, 
Ratifies th’ eternal plan, 

Each revolving sun proclaiming, 
Everlasting love to man. 


Brighter grows the heav’nly vision, 
Ush’ring from the shades of night, 
Z'hrough the sable mist of darkness, 


To dispense the beams of light. 
High and higher still she rises, 
Exyblazon’d on the heav’ns abeve, 


Great and greater still appearing, 

Reflects the truth, our God is love. 

ager to arrest her progress, 

-And her radiant beams exclude, 

To o’erthrow her rising greatness, 

Ey’ry art has been pursu’d. 

‘*Sermons,”’ “Heralds,” “Tracts,” ‘‘Recorders,” 
Their old and rusty weapons show, 


Orthodoxy, in dread passion, 
Fain would deal the mortal blow. 


Trav’lling Gossips, would-be Preachers, 
Hardy ‘+ Doctors of the Sect,” 

Fach, in turn, his pow’rs exerting, 
Strive in vain our course to check. 

Ey’ ry.rolling year that passes, 


lis effectual aid employs, 
Jees the cause of ‘Truth advancing, 


Clad «with light, and crown’d with joys. 
fiark! glad thousands tune their voices, 

And, with holy ardor sing, 

Reign, thou Great, Benev’lent FATHER, 
fnfinite, of Kings the King. 

Thus shall one gen’ral song pervade all space, 
Years roll unnumber’d, sin and sorrow cease. 


Kind Patrons! I have sung my humble lay, 

*Tis numbre’d, finished, I’ve no more to say, 

an that it is my humble, fervent pray’r, - 
hat God may grant yon alla happy year. ; 
THE CARRIER, 
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‘testable vice called flattery, he describes as a net set 
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THE MORALIST.....No. 6. 


The wise man who was the author of this text, was 
well acquainted with human nature. By his great 
wisdom he could penetrate into the designs of man- 
kind ; hence we often see in his writings denuncia- 
tions against vice of all kinds ; but his reproofs were 
more frequently and pointedly directed against lying, 
dceeit, and flattery, as sources from which spring all 
the evils which inflict humanity. That mean and de- 


by him who practises it to catch his neighbor. We 
can all bear witness to the truth of this saying of the 
wise man. Let us fora moment cast our eyes round 
the wide circle of the human race, we shall their see 
the man of deceit fawning on his neighbor ; while he 
is plotting his destruction, extolling him to the clouds, 
ascribing virtues to him that he does not believe him 
to possess. This fulsome adulation is too often swal- 
lowed by the deluded man. He too often puts im- 





‘to this ‘idol of gold, all the great 
| were first enlisted in favor of the king’s purposes, 
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TE 
men in the natiog 
this end the king sent to gather together the pri be 
the governors, and the captains, the judges, 
urers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of 
the provinces, to assist at the splendid solemnities of 
the dedication of his idol. They all arrive, from the; 
different ‘countries and provinces, and appear before 
the image. A herald now cries the order of his majes- 
ty, which informed the vast assembly of different el 
tions and languages, that when they should hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dul- 
cimer, and all kinds of music, they should then } ros- 
trate themselves and worship the golden image, - 
What a solemn sight this must have been! Who 
could doubt the sincerity of thir devotion? That it 
was truly sincere we may be fully certified by duly re- 
garding the awful sanction by which the Worship was 
enjoined. There was a furnace prepared and ke 
hot, already to consume the impious wretch who should 
rot fall down and worship this wonderful idol. With. 
out this furnace the whole scheme would have been a 
mere farce, or solemn mockery ; but the terrors of the 
furnace, the sight of its vivid flames enkindled in the 
hearts of the people the genuine enthusiasm of sincere 
devotion. So effectual were the means which were 





plicit confidence in his flatterer, till, too late, he dis- 
covers the snare that was laid for his feet, and opens! 
his eyes to behold the ruin that is brought upon him. ! 
How often have we been called to witness the down- 
fall of the fairest of God’s creation by the base arts 
of the vile flatterer and seducer. The villian that | 
plots the downfall of innocence, begins by flattering 


and extolling their victims as high as the angels of 


heaven, and ascribing divinity to them. My friends, 
you are too often reduced below the condition of fal- 
len angels. Could my voice be heard to creation’s ut- 
most bounds, I would warn every one to beware of 
flattery. He that flatters your vanity, my friends, is 
an enemy to you ; his motives are impure ; he is pre- 
paring a bitter cup for you ; shun the detested wretch | 
as you would a serpent or poison. He may use fine 
words, and have a preposessing countenance, as Mil- 
ton describes Belial— 


A fairer form lost not heaven. He seemed 
For dignity composed, and high exploit. 
But all was false and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropped manna, and made the worse appear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturest councils. 

West-Cambridge, Dec. 23, 1823. 
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A WONDFUL REVIVAL OF 
RELIGION. 


One of the most wonderful revivals of religion, 
of which we have an account, either in ancient or 
modern times, we find narrated in the 3d chapter of 
Daniel. 

It is true that men of small power, with little minds, 
and limited means, and with motives consistent with 
desires the most contemptable and corrupt, have, even 
in our days, been able to creep into houses and, as the 
apostle says, ** lead away silly women” after them, 
whose husbands have, in some instances, been found to 
be as silly as they; and collecting a few to meet and 
spend nearly whole nights in making a noise, and neg- 
lecting their children, and living upon their neighbors, 
have been able to make out something of a report | 
of what they have called a ‘“* Revival of Religion.”°— 
But the account given in the 3d of Daniel is of a far 
superior character. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
one of the most powerful monarchs on earth, was won- 
derfully wrought upon; and he formed the resolution 
of becoming, in more than an ordinary degree, relig- 
ious. ‘Todo this, in a style which became his royal 
dignity, it was necessary to give the subject an air of 
splendor, which should not fail torenderit popular. At 
an immense expence, therefore, he made an image of 
gold, not less than ninety feet in height, nor less than 
nine in diameter. This lofty idol he raised on the plain 
of Dura, in order to accommodate the multitude who 
were to become its worshiphers. That the populace 


| Miss Ann Baker. 





might the more easily be induced to pay their homage 


used for the promotion of religion in these times, and 
on this occasion, that we have an account of only three 
unyielding hearts, who did not experience its efficacy 
and power. 
Perhaps some may doubt the genuineness of this re- 
ligion, and of this wonderful revival ; but be that as it 
may, there never was, in ancient times, a more periect 
representation of moderu orthodoxy. The kine’s ido! 
was of gold, that was the best metal he could obtain, 
Orthodoxy presents us a god of the very finest mate- 
rials that clerical wisdom and clerical chemistry can 
produce. Nebuchadnezzar had a furnace kept hot to 
render devotion fervid and sincere. Our clergy would 
have one if they had the power which the king had.— 
But notwithstanding their weakness they have done 
better than one would have calculated ; they have im- 
agined a fiery furnace in the invisible world, which 
they contend their god keeps hot, always ready to re- 
ceive such as refuse to worship him in this world.— 
This, besure does not succeed so well as Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s scheme did; but it comies as near perfection 
as their limited power can approximate. Nebuchad- 
nezzar, our Clergy, and all the world bear testimony 
that neither the old ido] on the plain ef Dura, or the 
modern moloch has the least merit in himself, or that 
any person of common sense would ever have worship- 
ped them, if it had not been for the furnices which 
have been the terror of beth ancient and modern wor- 
shippers. And this will appear evident, if we recol- 
lect that the three, who did not worship the golden 
image, were not terrified at the furnace. And this is 
the case with many, in our day. ‘They have no fear 
of the furnace, which the clergy threaten them with, 
and therefore they will not worship their idol ; they 
pay no adoration to any god, but to Him alone whose 
attributes are free from revenge, and who is too good 
to need a system of terror to compel his people to adore 
him. H. B. 
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To Readers and Correspondents. 


The Letter from Wareham seems to be almost a re- 
petition of ove in the Ist Vol. Magazine. 
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MARRIED, 


In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Amo: 
Wood to Miss Charlottee Seaverns. 





¢ 


By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Lewis Blaisdell to Miss — 


Maria Sturtevant. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. U. Reed, of Bedford, to 
Also, Mr. Joel Richardson to Miss 
Susan L. Baker, 

In Providence, R. I. by the Rev. Mr. Pickering, Mr. 


Constant Burr Mosher to Miss Mary Saunders Johnson, 


daughter of Ebenezer Johnson, Esq. 

By the Rev. Mr. Tobey, Mr. Anse! Brown to Miss 
Marcy Lassell. 

In Swanzey, Mass. Mr. Alanson Post to Miss Mary D. 
Chase, of Swanzey. 

In Attleborough, Mass. Dr. Joseph Hatch to Miss 
Cynthia Kent. 

DIED, 

In this city, on Monday morning last, Paul Denni- 
son, only son of Rev, Paul Dean, aged 4 years aad» 
months. 
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